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The institution of Brook Farm, though far from being "religious" in the usual sense of the word, was enthusiastically religious in spirit and purpose. The faith in the divinity of natural impulse may have been excessive, but emphasis was so strongly laid on the divinity that the common dangers of following impulse were avoided. Confidence in freedom may have been exaggerated, but, inasmuch as the freedom was interpreted as freedom to become wise and good, simple and self-sacrificing, gentle and kind, its earthward tendency was no cause of anxiety. There was no theological creed, no ecclesiastical form, no inquisition into opinions, no avowed reliance on superhuman aid. The thoughts of all were heartily respected ; and while some listened with sympathy to Theodore Parker, others went to church nowhere, or sought the privileges of their own communion. At the funeral of one who died in the Episcopal faith, the services were conducted in accordance with that ritual. There were many Swedenborgians in the company; in fact, there was a decided leaning towards the views of the Swedish mystic ; but no attempt was made to fashion opinion in that or in any other mould. The spirit of hope in the Association was too elevated for three hundred days' labor shall be considered equal to one year's labor, and shall entitle a person to one share of the annual dividend, and no allowance shall be made for a greater amount of labor.
